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HIS 101 – Western Civilization to 1689
                  Humanities Department

Summer Semester 2011
Catalog Course Description: This course is a survey of Western Civilization from ancient times to 1689, including the major political, social, economic and intellectual factors shaping Western cultural tradition. 

Prerequisite(s):

RDG 100 or ESL 100 and ENG 100 or ESL 110

Credit Hours:

3

Departmental Website:  
http://www.midlandstech.edu/humanities/
D2L Login Page:  

https://elearn.midlandstech.edu/
Instructor:

            Steve Strickland (AbD)

Office:






Telephone:


(803) 738-7684
FAX:



(803) 738-7848
E-mail:

 
jss463@yahoo.com

Campus Mailbox:
            Robinson Hall—Mailbox 105
Personal Website:

jss463@yahoo.com

Departmental Assistant:
Ms. Lisa Cheeks (cheeksl@midlandstech.edu)
Department Chair: 

Ms. Elena Martínez-Vidal (vidale@midlandstech.edu)
Class Schedule[s]:

His 101-A70 Session I M--Th 0800am—1000am Congaree 108 5/18—6/24/2011 

Textbook(s):


Western Civilization: Volume I: To 1715, Spielvogel, 7th ed. 
General Education Core Competency Statement:  HIS 101 addresses the humanities component of the general education core, which states: “Graduates should understand the diversity of our cultural heritage and the effects of artistic or philosophical influences.”

Course Objectives: Upon completion of this course the student will be able to:

1.  Reconstruct meaningful accounts of the major political, social, and cultural changes in a given society or period of time.

2.  Compare and contrast the impact of past events on present-day institutions, ideas, and issues.

3.  Analyze how cultural differences create both diversity and unity within the heritage of a given society or period of time.

Upon successful completion of this course, the student should also be able to:

1.  Explain the rise of civilized human societies and describe the basic features of “civilization.”

2.  Explain the Near Eastern roots of Western cultural traditions.

3.  Compare and contrast the civilizations of Mesopotamia and Egypt.

4.  Analyze the place of ancient Israel among the civilizations of the Near East.

5.  Describe the rise of ancient Greek civilization and its evolution into the Hellenistic world.
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6.  Describe the rise of the Roman Republic, its transition into the Roman Empire, and the role of Rome in transmitting Green and Near Eastern culture to Western Europe.

7.  Describe the fall of the Roman Empire and its transition into the Early Middle Ages in Western Europe.

8.  Describe the origins and rise of Christianity and evaluate the importance of the Church in European life during the Middle Ages.

9.  Explain the contributions to the West made by the Byzantine and Islamic worlds.

10.  Explain the medieval economy and the rise of feudalism.

11.  Trace the recovery and growth of European society in the High Middle Ages.

12.  Describe the expansion of European horizons during the Crusades and the subsequent crisis of the fourteenth century.

13.  Explain the origins, nature, and spread of the Renaissance.

14.  Trace the rise of the early European nation-states and their expansion during the Renaissance.

15.  Trace the religious upheaval in Europe, including the Reformation and the Catholic Counter-Reformation.

16.  Explain the religious wars and the rise of absolute and limited monarchy, through the Glorious Revolution in the case of England.

Program and course assessment activities are deployed and results collected in accordance with the College’s assessment schedule. Please refer to the information in the syllabus regarding the applicability of the assessment activity for the current semester. 
Course Outcomes and Competencies:

Intended Course Outcome #1: Students will critically analyze the diversity of cultural heritage and the effects of artistic or philosophical influences upon culture through their study of the Western Civilization to 1689.
Course Competency (Performance Measure):  Students completing the learning objectives of Western Civilization to 1689 will demonstrate their critical analysis of the diversity of cultural heritage and the effects of artistic or philosophical influences upon culture through a set of locally developed exams. 

Measurement Instrument:  At least 75 percent of all students completing HIS-101 will be able to pass identification and evaluation type exam questions created by the faculty.

Course Attendance:
Each student is expected to attend ALL classes and is responsible for classwork, homework, lecture notes, and reading assignments, whether present or absent.  In the event of circumstances beyond one's control, such as illness, the student is allowed to miss no more than twice the number of weekly class meetings or 4(four).  Exceeding the maximum allowed absences in this course means that the student can receive NO CREDIT for the course, and the instructor will assign the student a grade of W or WF.

A student entering class from 1-10 minutes late is considered TARDY.  Three tardies equal one absence.  Any student entering more than 10 minutes late is considered ABSENT.  Students are expected to remain in class for the entire period.  

Courteous, attentive behavior is expected at all times.   Tardiness to class, speaking out of turn (or when instructor is speaking), sleeping in class, receiving calls on cell phones/pagers, etc. are behaviors that are disrespectful and disruptive to everyone in the class and will not be tolerated.

Withdrawal:  Should the maximum allowable absences be exceeded prior to midterm, a "W" will be submitted to the registrar to be recorded on the student's transcript.  Should the maximum allowable absences be exceeded after midterm, a "W" will be submitted to the registrar if the student was passing the course at the time of withdrawal OR a "WF" will be submitted if the student was failing the course at the time of withdrawal.
Course Requirements:  There will be between three (3) and Five (5) semester exams (time permitting). Each exam will be afforded equal weight totaling 80% of the final grade. The student will also be responsible for a Book review weighing 10% (more on book review in class). The Book Review is due at class time on Jun 21st.  Late book reviews will be accepted, but at a ten (10) point reduction for every day it is late (Emailed assignments will not be accepted). A mandatory cumulative final will be administered on Jun 23rd 8am to 10am.  It will weigh 10% of the final grade. There will not be any make-up exams offered. Make up exam will be administered in the Test Lab.  It is the students responsibility to locate and familiarize themselves with the hours of operation of the testing center. The student will also have the option of dropping ones lowest grade and replacing it with the grade on the final exam.  The final must be taken, no exceptions. If there is a take home exam, it must be turned in at specified time. There are no make ups for the Take Home exam.  Though the final exam grade may be substituted for the lowest exam, it must be an in-class exam and it must be one that was taken at the specified time. ALL EXAMS WILL BE ANNOUNCED AT LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF ADMINISTERING SAID EXAM.
Course Final Exam: This course requires students to take a cumulative final exam designed to   evaluate student achievement of the course learning outcomes.

Course Grading:       Class Exams                                             80%

                                    Book Review (June 18th)                         10%

                                    Final Exam (mandatory)                          10%       
Grading Scale:  
 
90-100

A

Superior Work




  
  80-89

B

Good Work




  
  70-79

C

Average Work




  
  60-69

D

Below Average Work




         
    0-59

F

Unsatisfactory Work

Classroom Rules/Other: The instructor’s notes are not available to students.  If a student misses a class or assignment, the student is responsible for borrowing or finding a student willing to Share.

           **Important**   Cell phones must be turned off—not to vibrate, but OFF!  Any violation of this rule will result in consequences

                                    at the Instructor’s discretion!  Because of previous issues of
                                    cheating, emailing, and websurfing, laptops will be scrutinized!  
Course Outline/Readings:   The following is a tentative schedule of how the course will unfold.

                                            May 18th – May 23rd   Chapters 1-3
                                            May 24th – May 26th   Chapters 4-6 (Perpetua Movie, Dark Ages Movie)
                                            May 30th – Jun 2nd Chapters 7-9 (Crusades Movie)
                                           Jun 6th  – Jun 9th  Chapters 10-13 
                                           Jun 13th --  Jun 16th Chapters 13-15 (Dissenters and Artists Movie)
                                           Jun 20th --  Chapters 14-15 (Renaissance Movie)
                                          Jun 21st Last Day of regular class
Course Calendar:

Week 1

First Humans and Origins

Mesopotamia and Sumer

Egypt and Hittites

The Hebrews and Judaism

Israelites and Babylon

Persian Empire

Week 2
Languages and Culture a Hebrew Gift to Western Culture

Greece

Minoans

Mycenaens

The Greek Dark Ages and Homer

City-States and Pericles

Tyrants and Democracy

Week 3
The Hellenistic World

Alexander the Great

Rome (the Republic0

Rome (the Empire)

Rome (Decline)

Week 4
Christianity (Jesus)

Islam (Muhammed)

Constantine

Justinian

Week 4
Clovis and Charlemagne

Carolingian Empire

The Vikings

Medieval World

The Early Middle Ages

Medieval Intellectualism

The Black Death

Week 5
The Reformation

The Rise of European Kingdoms

The Papcy

The Investiture

Week 6
Renaissance

New World Encounters

State Building and Nationalism

Limited Monarchies and Republics

Science and Modernity

Important dates and Assignment Due Dates

May 18 Classes begin
Jun 21st Book Review Due

Final Exam Jun 23rd Congaree 108 8:00am – 10:00am 

Humanities Department Student Behavior Policies
Students are expected to behave professionally and to treat classmates and instructors with courtesy and respect. Instructors have the right to ask disruptive students to leave class upon the first offense of such behaviors.  Subsequent offenses will require the student to meet with Mr. Hart Hayden (822-3441), Campus Life, or Mary Holloway (822-3529), Assistant Vice President of SDS, and may lead to disciplinary actions including dismissal from the course. Instructors will not tolerate disruptive behavior, which includes but is not limited to:

· Making disrespectful, threatening, or derogatory comments to peers or instructors

· Speaking out of turn or interrupting the instructor

· Being tardy or leaving class repeatedly

· Refusing to participate in assigned class activities

· Working on any material not related to the class

· Failing to bring necessary materials to class

· Sleeping in class

· Bringing children to class

· Failing to turn off a cell phone or any other handheld electronic device before entering the classroom (Merely changing the ring to vibrate is not adequate).  Students can leave the number(s) for Campus Security with someone who can call them in the case of emergency.  The numbers for Campus Security are 738-7850 and 73-7440 (Emergency). 

        When a cell phone rings, the student may voluntarily leave the classroom or the instructor will ask the student to leave.  In either case, the student will receive an absence for the day.

In the case of an online or hybrid class, disruptive behavior is considered to be any bad online behavior.  Respectful behavior towards both instructor and peers is expected. 

Tips for Online Etiquette (http://arc.academyart.edu/online/etiquette.asp)
· Even though you are not face-to-face with classmates and instructors in online classes, the communication that takes place is still among real people. Just as courteous behavior is necessary in person, it is necessary online. Here are a few guidelines to help you communicate effectively and respectfully in your online class:

· Write in a calm voice and avoid using all capital letters. 
THIS IS YELLING IN ONLINE COMMUNICATION.

· Use inoffensive language. 
Cursing, racial slurs, and other types of language that would not be appropriate in an onsite class are also inappropriate online.

· Avoid using humor and sarcasm. 
Humor and sarcasm often rely on facial expressions, tone of voice, and cultural understanding to be effective. In written form, humor and sarcasm could be interpreted as offensive.

· Contribute without dominating the discussion. 
While it’s important to write thoughtful responses on the discussion board, writing too much is like talking too much in onsite classes. If you’re unsure about how much to write, ask your instructor.

· Keep writing style formal. 
Not all online instructors will penalize your grade because of a few grammatical errors. However, abbreviations and informal language should be avoided. “CU L8R” or “I’ll send it 2 U”. 





College Policies
Students are expected to read the student handbook and abide by its policies. Copies of the 

handbook may be obtained at various locations on campus and is located on the web: http://www.midlandstech.edu/planner/

Academic Dishonesty: The Student Code addresses what constitutes academic dishonesty. All forms of dishonesty including, but not limited to, cheating on tests, plagiarism, collusion and falsification, will call for discipline.


CHEATING ON TESTS includes:

· Copying from another student’s paper.

· Using materials during a test not authorized by the person giving the test.

· Collaborating with any other person during a test without permission.

· Knowingly obtaining, using, buying, selling, transporting, or soliciting in whole or part the contents of any un-administered test.

· Bribing any other person to obtain information about tests.

· Substituting for another student, or permitting another student to substitute for oneself.


PLAGIARISM is the appropriation of any other person’s work and unacknowledged 


incorporation of that work in one’s own work offered for credit.

Campus Emergency Protocol: Students and employees are asked to report safety concerns or suspicious activities to Campus Security at 7199 (on campus) or 738-7199 (cell phone or off campus). In the event of an emergency, employees and/or students should immediately call Campus Security or local 911.  If an emergency occurs, the college will use a variety of methods to communicate additional information and instructions including the MTC Information Centers, campus loud speakers, MTC Alerts! (http://www.midlandstech.edu/Phone_Alert.

htm),voice mail, email, college Intranet, and the MTC website homepage.

Inclement Weather Policy: In the event weather conditions or other emergencies cause the closing or a delayed start of Midlands Technical College, announcements will be made over local radio and TV stations, on the MTC Web site, and on the college’s information line (803-738-8324).  Notices will be sent to students via Campus Cruiser Mail when applicable.  Separate announcements may be made for day and evening classes as weather conditions change during the day.

If the college closing or reopening means that there is at least 30 minutes of a class remaining, plan to attend that class. For example, if the college opens at 10:00 a.m. in TTH, classes that normally meet at 8:00 a.m. will not meet, but classes beginning at 9:30 a.m.will meet. If the college closes at 8:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m. classes will meet for their regular time, but 7:35 p.m. classes will not meet since there are fewer than 30 minutes remaining in class.

Student E-Mail Accounts: All MTC students are assigned a college e-mail account upon admission to the college.  This account is called “Campus Cruiser Mail.”  Campus Cruiser Mail is the primary mode by which the college communicates with students.  Students are responsible for checking their college e-mail on a regular basis for important information and announcements about registration, financial aid, cancelled classes, emergency announcements and other notices.  Students can use their college e-mail accounts to communicate with faculty, staff, fellow students, and others, in support of their educational pursuits.  In addition to e-mail, students will also have access to maintaining personal calendars and “tasks lists” through their Campus Cruiser e-mail account.

Student Evaluation of Instruction: Students have the opportunity to evaluate this course. The confidential evaluation process is conducted through MTC Online using the individual student’s username and password. Announcements will be made during the term concerning how and when to complete the online evaluation. Students are encouraged to participate in this process.

Students Requiring Special Accommodations: If special accommodations are needed for a student with a disability, the student should go to Counseling Services on Beltline or Airport Campus for assistance. Documentation regarding a specific disability is required in order for special arrangements to be made. Confidentiality of information received will be maintained.

PLEASE NOTE: Should change become necessary, the instructor reserves the right to adjust the requirements, pace, or scheduling of this course.  Any change will be announced in class before it becomes effective. 

