REQUIREMENTS FOR FACTUAL ESSAY RESPONSES ON EXAMS (rev. 1/2009)
Failure to comply will result in the subtraction of points (up to twenty-five) from your exam.

  1.   Each exam will include questions.

2. You will notice there are two or three essay questions for each exam.

3.  You must study these questions in advance of the exam, using your text and lecture notes.

4. You may choose to answer either question.  Your essay response will be weighted at twenty-five points.

5. You may not use notes when you are answering these questions.

6. Please, answer the questions using as many relevant facts as possible.  Your objective is to explain your topic as though your reader has no knowledge of the topic.  In other words, explain every fact that you introduce.  (You will hear this time and again.)

7. Read the model essay response provided for you.  The essay you write as part of the exam should be similar to this in format and organization.

8. While I don’t expect you to underline each fact, I do expect you to include an abundance of facts in your response for you to earn all twenty-five points.

9. You will also notice a model outline, also known as a rubric, provided for you.

10. This outline should serve as a guideline as you study your text and lecture notes.

11. Record you facts as you study, then compose your essay using those facts and your outline.  Commit them to memory for the exam.

12. All responses must contain facts as part of your response.

13. This is not a creative writing class, but I also do not want a mere listing of facts.  You must discuss, explain, or otherwise define all relevant facts in essay form.

14. A successful answer must address the questions, who, what, when, where, why, and if necessary, how.

15. A successful answer will be at least two or three pages in length, single-spaced.

16. Because this is an essay response, you must include an introduction, a body, and a conclusion.

17. Do not include emotional or uninformed opinion as part of your answer.  This is not a position paper, and I will subtract points if you recklessly approach your topic in this manner.  You must supply me with verifiable fact obtained from lecture notes and the textbook.

18. You are to adhere to the facts presented in the lectures and texts.

